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 National Board Certification!

Susan Leonard, NBCT
Scottsdale Unified School District



+ Desired Outcomes

■ What is National Board?

■ How does an educator achieve National Board Certification?

■ Why is achieving National Board Certification significant? 



+ The Journey of National Board
Certification



+ Qualifications to Become a 
Candidate

■ B.S. or B.A. degree.

■ 3 years teaching experience .

■ Valid state teaching license.

■ Completion of Pre-candidacy course.

■ $495 per Component (4)



+ Certification Areas for National 
Board Certification                              

■
National Board Certification is available in 25 certificate areas 
representing 16 different disciplines and four developmental levels 
and is applicable to most teachers in U.S. public schools. 

■ Itʼs more…learning community

- Librarian, CTE, counselors



+ Five Core Propositions:
What teachers should know and be able to do

■ Proposition 1: Teachers are Committed to Students and Their 
Learning….Knowledge of students

■ Proposition 2: Teachers Know the Subjects They Teach and 
How to Teach Those Subjects to Students….Pedagogy and 
what’s in your teaching tool box.

■ Proposition 3: Teachers are Responsible for Managing and 
Monitoring Student Learning….Learning environment and 
assessment.

■ Proposition 4: Teachers Think Systematically about Their 
Practice and Learn from Experience….Reflection.

■ Proposition 5: Teachers are Members of Learning 
Communities….Beyond the PLCs!!
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+ Architecture of Accomplished 
Teaching



+ National Physical Education 
Standards



+ Physical Education National Board 
StandardsI. Knowledge of Students                          XII. Advocacy

II. Knowledge of Subject Matter             

III. Curricular Choices

IV. Wellness Within Physical Education

V. Learning Environment

VI. Diversity and Inclusion

VII.  Teaching Practices

VIII.  Assessment

IX. Reflective Practices

X. Collaboration and Partnerships

XI. Professional Growth



+ 4 Components of the Process

Component 1-Content Knowledge-computer test.

Component 2-Differentiation in 
Instruction-student work samples.

Component 3-Teaching Practice and Learning 
Environment-2 videos.

Component 4-Effective and Reflective 
Practitioner-personal and student goal utilizing 
learning community.

 

 



+ Benefits of National Board 
Certification

■ Student Achievement….Check out the research.

■ Teachers Improve Practice….The power of reflection!

■ Board-certified teachers are often given opportunities to 
have an impact beyond their individual 
classrooms because NBCTs are recognized as experts, 
they are often sought out for leadership positions….Respect!

■ Financial-More than half of all states offer free support, 
conditional loans and/or salary incentives to encourage 
teachers to pursue and achieve National Board Certification.

■ Many states count Board certification towards state licensure, 
renewal or step increase.



+ Panel Expert Contributors 
SUSD National Board Certified 

Teachers■Tammy Anreas
■Claren Gustkey
■Kyle Bragg
■Janelle Perrin
■Heather Robinson



+ Comments from SUSD National 
Board Certified Teachers

■How has going through the 
certification process and 
being an NBCT impacted you, 
your students, and your 
teaching practice?



+How did going 
through the  National 
Board process 
changed my teaching?

■ You’re an NBCT. 
Now what?

■ Ongoing learning.
■ Assessments-to show evidence of 

student growth, ie. pre/post tests, 
formative/summative assessments.

■ Student -> teacher Interactions.
■ Student ->student Interactions.
■ Cross-curricular connections.
■ Stronger pedagogy.

■ Continue to grow….!



+
Quotes from Physical Education 

NBCTs

■Was it worth it?



+ Questions?






















